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can be regarded as the mighty fortress of the Ice King who is pro-
tected by an array of extremely formidable lines of defence. Hun-
dreds of miles out to sea from his coasts he sends his scouts in the
form of icebergs, supported by huge masses of pack ice. These
floes are his outmost works, of which the second line is a forbidding
coast, almost devoid of harbours. Cliffs of ice and rock rise from
a hundred to several thousand feet out of the sea and form an
impenetrable obstacle to all who would attempt a landing. The
third line is the blizzard belt, where storms of unparalleled fury
and duration rack the air and oppose the farther advance of any
who may have surmounted the difficulties of disembarking. Near
this belt is the fourth line of defence which consists in coastal
mountains and extensive barriers of ice. Lastly, the citadel may be
imagined upon the desolate plateau that covers the central portion
of the domain at a height of about 10,000 feet above sea level,

One important result of recent exploration in the far south is
that Antarctica is now rising above the intellectual horizon of the
civilized world. No more fascinating subject exists than the
record of its great explorers, to which we shall shortly turn.

The story that follows is of great interest for another reason:
it is the record of how, for the last time in human history, large
parts of an unknown continent have been unveiled. The portions
of the earth's surface that remain unexplored are not large enough
to conceal even islands of great area and explorers soon must
sigh, more literally than Alexander, for other worlds to conquer.
The sub-Antarctic Zone is beyond the scope of this book except
where it is crossed, and that only once or twice, in the course of
the story. Each of the principal explorers will be introduced by
a brief personal sketch, followed by a straightforward narrative of
his aspirations and achievements. A short survey of the scientific
results of the various expeditions will then follow and we shall
conclude with a survey of the period.
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